Assessment

Instrument Type

Description

Structured
Response
Exam/Test/Quiz

A Structured Response Test, such as multiple choice, true/false, matching, labeling, is a type of
assessment instrument composed of pre-determined, fixed-response formats where students
select or identify correct answers rather than generating them. These tests are designed to
measure knowledge, comprehension, and application of facts and concepts in a standardized and
efficient manner.

Short Answer
Exam/Test/Quiz

A Short Answer Exam is an assessment instrument in which students are required to generate brief
written responses—typically a few words to a few sentences—in response to direct questions or
prompts. These exams assess students’ ability to recall, explain, or apply specific knowledge
without the aid of answer choices.

Computational
Exam/Test/Quiz

A Computational Exam is an assessment instrument that requires students to solve quantitative
problems through mathematical or statistical calculations. These exams assess students’ ability to
apply formulas, perform calculations, and interpret numerical results accurately.

Written
Report/Essay/Paper

A Written Report, Essay, or Paper is an assessment instrument that requires students to construct
and organize a sustained written response to a question, prompt, or topic. This format evaluates
students’ ability to think critically, communicate ideas effectively, and demonstrate depth of
understanding, analysis, and synthesis of information. Could be midterm or final.

Performance or
Presentation

A Performance or Presentation is an assessment instrument in which students demonstrate their
knowledge, skills, or creative abilities through a live or recorded delivery of a task, project, or artistic
performance. This format is commonly used to assess practical application, communication, and
professional or creative competencies. Could be individual or team based.

(Real World)
Project

Project-based assessment evaluates student learning through the completion of extended, real-
world tasks that require the application of knowledge, skills, and critical thinking. Students
investigate and address a complex question, a genuine problem, or an authentic challenge and
create a final product, such as a model, or solution, that demonstrates their understanding and
abilities.

Portfolio of Student
Work

A Portfolio of Student Work is a purposeful collection of student artifacts compiled over time that
showcases the student’s progress, achievements, and mastery of learning outcomes. Portfolios

provide evidence of learning growth and the ability to apply knowledge and skills across different
contexts.

Simulation or Lab
Practice

Simulation or Lab Practice are hands-on assessment instruments that replicate real-world
processes, experiments, or professional scenarios in a controlled environment. They require
students to apply theoretical knowledge and technical skills to perform tasks, solve problems, or
make decisions as they would in actual practice. Used particularly widely in sciences and health
fields to assess applied knowledge and skills.

Discussion Board

A Discussion Board is an online or in-class interactive platform where students post written
responses to prompts, questions, or topics and engage in dialogue with peers and instructors. It is
used as an assessment instrument to evaluate students’ critical thinking, communication skills, and
understanding of course material through collaborative discussion.

Case Study or
Problem Set

This assignment presents students with a real-world scenario or detailed case and requires them to
solve a series of structured, discipline-specific problems related to the case. Students must apply
theoretical knowledge, analyze the situation, and use quantitative or qualitative methods to propose
solutions, demonstrating both critical thinking and practical problem-solving skills.




